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ACT |

Scene 1

The stage is a theater, set up alnost |ike a
reflection of the audience. The perfornance space
is DS, the audience US. The audience is raked, and
we can easily see the expressions of each nenber.
The perforners have their backs to the house,
direct everything to the onstage audi ence. The
actors are all visibly male, the audience al
visibly femal e.

There are at |l east five and no nore than ten
actors. There are at least fifteen and no nore
than thirty audi ence nenbers.

The actors followin the classical tradition. They
are boom ng, over-the-top, highly enotional, and
also clearly tal ented. The audi ence responds nost
favorably.

W enter md-play; a particularly funny |ine has
just been said, and the audience is |aughing
happily. At the peak of the |aughter an actor
speaks:

ACTOR
Could I find out
The woman’s part in ne! For there’s no notion
That tends to vice in man, but | affirm
It is the woman’s part: be it lying, note it,
The woman’s; flattering, hers; deceiving, hers;
Lust and rank thoughts, hers, hers; revenges, hers...

The audi ence nmakes synpathetic and intrigued
sounds.

ACTOR
"Tis the strunpet’s pl ague
To beguile many and be beguil ed by one!

The audi ence sneers and | aughs di sdainfully.

ACTOR
How easy is it for the proper fal se
In wonen’s waxen hearts to set their forns!

The audi ence hi sses delightedly.
ACTOR

If that the earth could teemwi th woman’s tears
Each drop she falls would prove a crocodile.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

The audi ence cries and nods their heads.

ACTOR
Shoul d al|l despair
That have revolted wi ves, the tenth of nmankind
Whul d hang t hensel ves.

The audi ence | aughs and | aughs and | aughs.
obvious, ridiculous imtation of a female:

ACTOR
Cone, you spirits
That tend on nortal thoughts, unsex me herel!

In an

Thrusts hi ps and makes sex noi ses. The | aughter of

t he audi ence builds. ..

ACTOR
Frailty, thy nanme is wonman!

The audi ence | aughs uproariously. They are

hysterical. The actors pat each other on the back,
congratul ate each other as the |laughter, sonme tine

| ater, dies down.

An actor goes into the audi ence and begi ns

surveying the crowmd. The wonen are all eager to be
chosen, raise their hands, pick ne, pick nme! He
takes one of the wonen, an ingenue type, onto

stage wwth him The audi ence cl aps politel

resentfully. The chosen one is clearly and

prettily excited.

The actor takes her hands and sweeps into

y, if

a

kneeling bow. He the rises and, bending her
backwards, gives her a long, chaste, romantic

kiss. He then spins her to the next actor,
al so ki sses her, then she is given to the

who
next

actor and so on. Each tine she is given to the
next actor it beconmes |ess whinsical and nore
sexual , nore forceful. The cl apping and | aughter

of the audi ence grows with each hand-off.

The

i ngenue shoul d becone increasingly dazed and
unconfortable, and finally downright traumatized.
After the last actor, she finds herself in front

of a cheering audi ence. The energy of her

audi ence

rewites her enotions, and she ends up feeling

| oved and victorious, bow ng delightedly,
then, with a gesture fromthe first actor
to her seat to nuch cheering.

and
returns

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

ACTOR
Frailty, thy nanme is wonan

The actors cone together and bow three tines, SR
US, SL. As they turn DS all noise ceases.

The actors spread out and cone to the very edge of
the stage. They are subtle now, and horribly
menaci ng. The audi ence in the house should feel as
if at any nonent the actors m ght | eave the stage
and attack them

Overl appi ng (but not simnultaneous):

ACTOR
It is the woman’s part: be it lying, note it,
The woman’s; flattering, hers; deceiving, hers;
Lust and rank thoughts, hers, hers; revenges, hers...

ACTOR
"Tis the strunpet’s pl ague
To beguile many and be beguil ed by one!

ACTOR
How easy is it for the proper false
In wonen’s waxen hearts to set their forns!

ACTOR
If that the earth could teemw th wonman’s tears
Each drop she falls would prove a crocodile.

ACTOR
Shoul d al | despair
That have revolted w ves, the tenth of nankind
Wul d hang t hensel ves.

ACTOR
Cone, you spirits
That tend on nortal thoughts, unsex me herel!

ALL ACTORS
Frailty, thy nanme is wonan!

Silence. The nen join hands and slowy raise their
arms into the air. A nonment. And then the wonen
behind themjunp to their feet, clapping wldly.

Vi gorous appl ause. The nen, still linked, turn and
exit SL or SR The light focuses on the wonen in
t he audi ence, still applauding passionately, as

the rest of the stage dins. Then the |ights fade
on the wonen as well.



